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THE NEW YORK TIMES
24 January 1985

.

”Lei'ters '

“The F.C.C.’s Duty to Take Action Against ABC

g

To the Editor: . ,
Your Jan. 16 editorial “Newsmak-
ers Can’t Be News Censors,’’ counsel-
ing the F.C.C. to dismiss our 45-page
news distortion/news suppression/
fairness doctrine complaint against-
ABC, states: “Whatever the merits of
F.C.C. regulation of ‘faimess’ in
broadcasting, news organizations
Mc:;ot th?“ to &n;m to govern.-
ment way report on gov- .
emment. . . . Constitutional and legal
safeguards are designed to protect
the private sector from government,
not vice versa.” .
While the second half of that state-
unexpected appreci-
_ ation on your part of the free-market
principles underlying our theory of

to see extended
to other areas of the law besides those
lnwuch'l'he‘nmuhiltnobvlomln-;
mut—thoﬂmdl:rllylleomplm
the fundamen-

tally public nature of the broadcast-
ing medium and the F.C.C.'s con.
. comitant broad statutory autharity to
ensure that the public’s legitimate
First Amendment viewing rights are
fully protected. . . . .
The Supreme Court said it best 13 -

.

- 'This remains true

" American Legal F
even

years ago in Red Lion Broadcasting
Company v. F.C.C.:.*Every [broad-
cast] licensee who is fortunate in ob-
talning a license is mandated to oper-
ate in the public interest and has as-
sumed the obligation. of presenting
without bias.” :

dom other words, broadcast um:

not confer private ownership

designated frequencies. The airwaves

important public questions fairly and

are a public resource. Accordingly, -

the Government agency that licenses
broadcasters to operate may revoke
those licenses if it can be shown that
news distortion, news suppression or
the private censorship of

points of view with which the licensee

disagrees has taken place.- )
regardless of
who brings the licensee’s misconduct
to the F.C.C.’s attention through the
filing of a formal confplaint. Private -
citizens, private groups (sich as the

other 1
(such as the C.I.A.) are all legally en.
titled to alert the commission to in-

-stances of viewer deception by a
Court

broadcaster. To* quote _ the >
again: “It is the right of the viewers

and listeners, not the right of the .

tion) and
agencles °

broadcasters, which is paramount”
in these

Unfortunately, ABC Warld News To- *

night deliberately ignored
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